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of a youth just entering into the world, but ill-bred and impertinent to a man of forty years of age, who had passed through the highest dignities of the state and through the most extraordinary reverses of fortune. Plato himself may convince us of this, by what he makes Socrates say in the first Alcibiades; p. 127. AAAa xpr) $<xppetV" et pev yap avro rjorOov 7re7roi/$cos -TrcvT^Koi/raer)]?., yaXeirov rjv av crot eTTLfJLeXrjOrjvaL cravrov1 vvv Se, ty e^ets ^At/aav, ccvrrj ecrnv ey 07 Set, avro
The  principal  difficulties  are,  that  he  speaks  of Pericles as yet living, who died 01. 87. 4, and of the
daemon who directed him, whom he calls his 'Emrpoiros : or Socrates may here mean himself, as I rather think. Some Christian writers would give a very extraordinary turn to this part of the dialogue, as though Plato meant to prove the necessity of a Eevelation : but I spy no such mysteries in it. Socrates has proved that we are neither fit to deal with mankind, till we know them by knowing ourselves ; nor to address ourselves to the Divine Power, till we know enough of his nature to know what we owe him : what that nature is, he defers examining till another opportunity, which is done to raise the curiosity and impatience of the young Alcibiades, and to avoid that prolixity, into which a disquisition so important would have naturally led him.
P. 151. Sre^cwcw.] Alcibiades, as going to perform sacrifice, had a chaplet of flowers on his head, which was the custom for all present at such solemnities.
Ib. 6 Kpewv.]   From the Phcenissse of Euripides, v. 886.
EJ> yap K\v5wvL Kei/Aed', wdirep OKT&CL cry. Ib. Ton/ <rwv epao-rwp.]   He here continues the same style to Alcibiades, which would be absurd to a man of forty years of age.